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Paula  Klindt (left), of Sioux Ra-
pids, and Helene Ducas (right), 
of Des Moines, met once again 
in Sioux Rapids on Monday to 
recall their basketball careers 
and to remember the rivalry that 
drove them both to play hard 
and drop in points.

Ducas is a 1963 graduate of Re-
mbrandt Consolidated Schools. 
She was a starter, first team, 
all four years of high school 
and both years of junior high 
school. She also played shortstop 
on the softball team but the last 
two years in high school Rem-
brandt didn’t compete in softball 
because of a lack of a pitcher. By 
the time star pitcher, Val Mosbo, 
came along, Ducas had already 
chosen to play more basketball. 
There was no track sports at that 
time either, so involvement in 
sports was limited to just two 
choices for women.

Ducas has never let her abil-
ities go by the wayside. A resi-
dent of the Des Moines area, she 
worked as a substitute teacher 
in Roosevelt School and chal-
lenged kids to games at the 
hoop, often beating the kids 
but earning their respect. 

“I always shot the ball on the 
left side, even though I am right-
handed” Ducas said. “There was 
a feed bunk on the right side of 
the basket in the barn which 
made practicing baseline right-
handed layups difficult.”

Ducas scored 32 points in the 
semifinal games; then went on 
to score 42 points in the district 
tournament. 

Klindt graduated in 1965 from 
Sioux Rapids Schools. Klindt 
started playing basketball in 
fifth grade and played first team 
all four years of high school. Af-
ter graduation, she played for a 
year in Minneapolis. 

Klindt was the point for the 
team. In the 1962-63 season she 
scored a whopping 563 points 
averaging 30 points per game. 

She also held first place in re-
bounds, 11 per game, and made 
123 free throws. 

Klindt rarely shot under 30 
points per game. In fact, her 
highest scoring game which the 
Sioux Rapids Maidens won was 
68 points in a game against Mal-
lard. She earned the state’s top 
scoring honor for that week. In 
her entire basketball career, she 
scored 2,655 points.

“We lived for basketball,” Kl-
indt said. “If only we could have 
played in the state tournament.” 

Klindt was the reason that 
Sioux Rapids nosed out Mallard 
in a girls sectional tournament. 

“We were down by one point 
with four seconds remaining,” 
Klindt said. “A guard rebounded 
off of a missed shot, threw the 
ball to me at center court, and 
I shot it and it scored. I asked 
the coach later how I did that 
and his reply was ‘I don’t know, 
I couldn’t look.”

Those memories and the 60th 
anniversary of the sectional ch-
ampionship game brought both 
ladies back to the place where it 
was played, the “new” Sioux Rap-
ids gym, built in 1958. This was 
the place where both teams met 
for conference ga-mes, county 
and sectional titles. 

Both ladies remembered the 
sectional championship game 
to a standing-room only filled 
gymnasium and just being back 
in the gym brought back some 
happy times. Both of the ladies 
played in the forward position 
and could shoot the lights out of 
the baskets. And they were both 
high scorers for their teams th-
eir last three seasons.

It was only appropriate then 
that they meet in the gym where 
they competed against each oth-
er and both dressed in school 
colors to recognize their careers 
in basketball 60 years later. 

“Playing basketball was my 
happy place,” Ducas said.

(Left) Grace Ahrendsen with her champion lamb. (Center) Evelyn 
Geisinger with her horse. (Right) Linnea Bloom with her scramble 
calf. (Below) Evelyn Geisinger, Karina Bloom and Annaliese Bloom.
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Several Sioux Central FFA me-
mbers showed livestock a the 
Clay County Fair. The FFA chap-
ter represented many different 
animal species. 

The members showed cattle, 
horses, sheep and goats. Many 
other members showed animals 
as 4-H projects.

The cattle started the competi-
tion. On Saturday, Sept. 9, many 
4-H and FFA members showed 

their breeding calves. Karina 
Bloom won champion Hereford. 
Other Saturday members also 
participated in showmanship. 
The next day, Sept. 10, members 
participated in the market beef 
show. Karina, Annaliese and 
Linnea Bloom participated in 
the scramble calf show. Linnea 
won reserve scramble calf. Ev-
elyn Geisinger had a few calves 
there that placed toward the top 
of their classes.

On Tuesday, Sept. 12, Evelyn 
Geisinger participated in the 
horse show. She did not place 

with her horse in the regular 
show. She participated in games 
as well, Evelyn placed fifth in 
pole bending and sixth in hal-
ter class. Evelyn and her horse 
will continue to compete in the 
coming years.

Grace Ahrendsen participat-
ed in the lamb show on Thurs-
day, Sept. 14. She won champi-
on medium weight black face, 
champion black face and cham-
pion county market lamb. Grace 
had another lamb that placed 
third in class with a blue ribbon.

On Sunday, Sept. 17, Emmalee 

Thompson participated in the 
goat show. Emmalee started the 
show in showmanship where 
she won senior showmanship. 
Later in the show she showed 
her does. She had champions 
in age divisions: 6-9 months; 
9-12 months, 12-16 months, 
16-20 months, 20-24 months 
and 24-plus months. She also 
had reserves in age divisions: 
6-9 months; 9-12 months, 12-
16 months, 16-20 months, 20-
24 months and 24-plus months. 
She had champion and reserve 
overall doe.


